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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Ecumenical Service 2020 

As an island nation, boats are an important part of Maltese life. The Scripture reading in this service 
describes a perilous sea voyage by the Apostle Paul. A boat is also symbolic of the sometimes 
tempestuous journey Christians make together towards unity. For these reasons a model of a boat 
is placed in the worship space, together with a bible and eight candles. 

Given its length and technical nautical language, the reading from the Acts of the Apostles requires 
very careful proclamation. Consideration may be given to dividing the speaking roles among a 
number of readers, or the use of drama or other media to aid the proclamation. 

 

 
 “They showed us unusual kindness”  

(cf. Acts 28:2) 
 

 

L Leader 
C Congregation 
R Reader 

 

During the singing of the introductory hymn the leaders and representatives enter the venue for the 

ecumenical service of prayer.   They are led by a participant carrying the   Bible for all to see.   The 

Bible is placed in a place  of honour in the centre of the worshipping community. 
 
 

Gathering Hymn: A New heart for a New World AOV1- 158 

 

Create a new heart, holy Lord, 

Beckon our lives through your word, 

Open our eyes to your call, 

United as one for your world. 

Heighten our minds to your thoughts, 

Heal us of pride and of hurt, 

May we go forth in your name, 

We pray our hearts change. 

 

The heart of the cross lowly and poor, calls us on. 

Lord, it is you promising hope, promising truth.  Refrain 
 

Text: (C) 1985 Trisha Watts & Monica O'Brien. Published by Willow Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box 1061 Dee Why NSW 2099 Australia.  
All rights reserved. Used with permission. One License #A-641550. 
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Words of Welcome: 

 

L   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

 

C   And also with you. 

 

L   Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  

We have assembled here to pray for unity among Christians and 

reconciliation in the world. Divisions among Christians have existed 

for many centuries. This causes great pain and is contrary to God’s 

will. We believe in the power of prayer. Together with Christians all 

over the world, we offer our prayers as we seek to overcome 

separation. 

The resources for this year’s Week of Prayer for Christian Unity have 

been prepared by different Christian Churches in Malta. The history 

of Christianity in this small island nation dates back to the time of the 

apostles. According to tradition, St Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles, 

reached the shores of Malta in the year 60. The narrative describing 

this eventful and providential episode is conveyed to us in the final 

two chapters of the Acts of the Apostles. 

This text signals the beginning of Christianity in Malta – a small 

country made up of two main inhabited islands, Malta and Gozo, as 

well as other islets, at the heart of the Mediterranean Sea, halfway 

between the southern tip of Sicily and Northern Africa. This biblical 

land lies at the crossroads of civilizations, cultures and religions. 

Our prayers and reflections, today, and during this year’s Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity, are centred on the hospitality shown by the 

islanders towards those who had just been shipwrecked: “They 

showed us unusual  kindness”  (cf. Acts 28:2).  

May the love and respect we show each other today as we pray for 

Christian unity be with us throughout the whole year. 
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  Invocation of the Holy Spirit: 

 

L   Spirit of love,  

   come upon this assembly and dwell among us. 

 

C   Come, Holy Spirit!  

 

L   Spirit of unity,  

   show us the path towards Christian unity. 

 

C   Come, Holy Spirit!  

 

L   Spirit of hospitality,  

   teach us to be welcoming. 

 

C   Come, Holy Spirit! 
 

 

 

      L Spirit of compassion,  

  instill within us an attitude of respect to  

  all those whom we meet. 

 

      C Come, Holy Spirit!  

 

 

      L Spirit of hope,  

       help us to detach ourselves from all  

       hindrances to our ecumenical journey. 

 

      C Come, Holy Spirit!  
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Prayers of Pardon and Reconciliation 

The response to each prayer is sung by cantor and repeated by the whole congregation. 

 

L  Forgive us, Lord, for past mistakes, mistrust and misdeeds between Christians 

from different Churches and tradition. 

C   Lord, have mercy!  
 

L  Forgive us, Lord, for remaining in the darkness rather than seeking the path of 

Light; for you, O Lord, are the only true Light. 

C   Lord, have mercy! 
 

L   Forgive us, Lord, for our lack of faith and for our failure to be people of expectant 

hope and authentic charity. 

C   Lord, have mercy!  
 

L  Forgive us, Lord, for isolating ourselves and remaining indifferent, instead of 

showing hospitality to all, especially strangers and refugees. 

C   Lord, have mercy!  
 

L  The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

As the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast love; as far as 

the east is from the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us (Ps 

103:8,11-12). 

C   Amen. 
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Mantra:  Gather Us O God  AOV2 -139 

 

Gather us O God, 

Body, spirit, soul and mind. 

Gather us O God, 

One in union now with you. 

 

 

The Living Word of God: 

 

L   Father in heaven, 

   open our hearts and minds to your Word. 

C   Your words are spirit and life! 

L  Lead us to grow closer to each other in unity and charity. 

C   Your word is a lamp on our path!  

 

 

Reading  Acts 27:18 – 28:10 

 
R   This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
C   Thanks be to God who saves and heals. 
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Psalm  Ps 107:8-9,19-22,28-32 

. 

The Lord has delivered us from the mighty waves. 

 

Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,  

for his wonderful works to humankind. 

For he satisfies the thirsty, 

and the hungry he fills with good things   R/. 

 

Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,  

and he saved them from their distress; 

he sent out his word and healed them, 

and delivered them from destruction.   R/. 

 

Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,  

and he brought them out from their distress; 

he made the storm be still, 

and the waves of the sea were hushed.  

Then they were glad because they had quiet, 
and he brought them to their desired haven.  R/. 
 
Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,  

for his wonderful works to humankind. 

Let them extol him in the congregation of the people,  

and praise him in the assembly of the elders.  R/. 

 

The Alleluia acclamation is sung: Alleluia No1 AOV1- 015 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Give thanks to the risen Lord. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Give praise to his name. 

  

Jesus is Lord of all the earth; 

He is the king of creation. 
(C) 1973, International Liturgy Publications. All rights reserved. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission. One License #A-641550 

 

Gospel Mark 16:14-20 

 

R   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. You are the Good News! 

 

Sharing of a personal experience of faith in Malta. 
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The Nicene Creed 

 

L Dear brothers and sisters, united in the Lord, let us proclaim our 

common faith in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 

from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly 

human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  

the giver of life  who proceeds from the Father, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come.    Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
During the prayers, eight candles are brought into the assembly by members of 

different communities.  Each candle bears a single word – Reconciliation, 

Enlightenment, Hope, Trust, Strength, Hospitality, Conversion and   Generosity.   
The lighting of a candle introduces each of the petitions. After the candle has been held 

high, it is placed near the boat and a time of silent prayer follows.  

A reader then announces the corresponding petition and all respond. 

 

L  We cannot face the storms of life alone. A boat moves forward 

when all row together. In the face of difficulties we recognise the 

need to pull together and to unite our efforts. Let us pray. 
 

In silent prayer, the first candle is lit, followed by the others. 

 

R  Gracious God, heal the painful memories of the past which have 

wounded and continue to keep us apart. 

C   Hear our prayer for Reconciliation. 
 

 

R   Gracious God, fix our course on Christ, the True Light. 

C  Hear our prayer for Enlightenment. 
 

 

R  Gracious God, strengthen our confidence in your providence when 

we feel overwhelmed by the storms of life. 

C   Hear our prayer for Hope. 
 

 

R    Gracious God, transform our many separations into harmony and 

our mistrust into mutual acceptance. 

C   Hear our prayer for Trust. 
 

 

R   Gracious God, give us courage to speak the truth with justice & love. 

C  Hear our prayer for Strength. 
 

 

R     Gracious God, dismantle the barriers that prevent us   from 

welcoming our sisters and brothers who are in peril or in need. 

C   Hear our prayer for Hospitality. 
 

 

R    Gracious God, change our hearts and the hearts of our Christian 

communities, that we may be agents of your healing. 

C   Hear our prayer for Conversion. 
 

 

R  Gracious God, open our eyes to see the whole of creation as your 

gift, and to share its fruits in solidarity with others. 

C  Hear our prayer for Generosity. 
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The Lord’s Prayer: 

L One in Jesus Christ, let us pray together in the words he taught us. 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 

forever.  

Amen. 

 

L  The people of Malta welcomed Paul and his companions with 

unusual kindness.  As Christians we have come together as fellow 

disciples to share that kindness. As we yearn for Christian unity, let us 

commit ourselves anew to work for this common goal.  

 
(Pause for silent prayer) 

Church leaders who are present may join in proclaiming the Prayer of Blessing. 

 

L  May God the Father, who called us from darkness into light, 

make us true bearers of God’s light. 

C   Amen. 

 

L May God the Son, who redeemed us by his precious blood, 

empower us to follow his example in serving others. 

C   Amen. 

 

L   May God the Holy Spirit, who is Lord and giver of life, 

strengthen us to endure the shipwrecks of life and reach the 

shores of salvation. 

C   Amen. 

 

L May the Almighty and Merciful God, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, bless and protect us now and forever. 

C   Amen. 

 

C   We will set out together, to proclaim the wonders of God’s love. 

Amen! Alleluia! Amen!  
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Concluding hymn:  Galilee Song  AOV1-005 

 

Deep within my heart I feel  

voices whispering to me. 

Words that I can’t understand;  

meanings I must clearly hear! 

Calling me to follow close,  

lest I leave myself behind! 

Calling me to walk into  

evening shadows one more time! 

  

Refrain 

So I leave my boats behind! 

Leave them on familiar shores! 

Set my heart upon the deep! 

Follow you again, my Lord!  

  

In my memories I know  

how you send familiar rains 

Falling gently on my days,  

dancing patterns on my pain! 

And I need to learn once more  

in the fortress of my mind, 

To believe in falling rain  

as I travel deserts dry! 

  

Refrain 
  
Tune: (C) 1982, Chevalier Music. All rights reserved.  
All rights reserved. Used with permission. One License #A-641550.  
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INTRODUCTION TO THE THEME 

  FOR THE YEAR 2020  

 

“They showed us unusual kindness” 

(cf. Acts 28:2) 

 

The materials for the 2020 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity have been prepared by 

the   Christian churches in  Malta   and   Gozo  (Christians Together in Malta). On 

10th February many Christians in Malta celebrate the Feast of the Shipwreck of St 

Paul, marking and giving thanks for the arrival of Christian faith on these islands. 

The reading from the Acts of the Apostles used for the feast is the text chosen for this 

year’s Week of Prayer. 

The story begins with Paul being taken to Rome as a prisoner (Acts 27:1ff). Paul is in 

chains, but even in what turns out to be a perilous journey, the mission of God 

continues through him. 

 

This narrative is a classic drama of humanity confronted by the terrifying power of 

the elements. The passengers on the boat are at the mercy of the forces of the seas 

beneath them and the powerful tempest that rages about them. These forces take them 

into unknown territory, where they are lost and without hope. 

The 276 people on board the ship are divided into distinct groups. The centurion and 

his soldiers have power and authority but are dependent on the skill and experience of 

the sailors. Although all are afraid and vulnerable, the prisoners in chains are the 

most vulnerable of all. Their lives are expendable; they are at risk of summary 

execution (27:42). As the story unfolds, under pressure and in fear for their lives, we 

see distrust and suspicion widening the divisions between the different groups. 

 

Remarkably, however, Paul stands out as a centre of peace in the turmoil. He knows 

that his life is not governed by forces indifferent to his fate, but rather is held in the 

hands of the God to whom he belongs and whom he worships (see 27:23). Because of 

this faith, he is confident that he will stand before the emperor in Rome, and in the 

strength of this faith he can stand before his fellow travellers and give thanks to God. 

All are encouraged. Following Paul’s example, they share bread together, united in a 

new hope and trusting in his words. 

This illustrates a major theme in the passage: divine providence. It had been the 

centurion’s decision to set sail in bad weather, and throughout the storm the sailors 

made decisions about how to handle the ship. But in the end their own plans are 

thwarted, and only by staying together and allowing the ship to be wrecked do they 

come to be saved through divine providence.  

 

The ship and its entire valuable cargo will be lost, but all lives will be saved, “for 

none of you will lose a hair from your heads” (27:34; see Lk 21:18). In our search for 

Christian unity, surrendering ourselves to divine providence will demand letting go of 

many things to which we are deeply attached. What matters to God is the salvation of 

all people.  
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This diverse and conflicted group of people runs aground “on some island” (27:26). 

Having been thrown together in the same boat, they arrive at the same destination, 

where their human unity is disclosed in the hospitality they receive from the 

islanders. As they gather round the fire, surrounded by a people who neither know 

nor understand them, differences of power and status fall away. The 276 are no 

longer at the mercy of indifferent forces, but embraced by God’s loving providence 

made present through a people who show them “unusual kindness” (28:2). Cold and 

wet, they can warm and dry themselves by the fire. Hungry, they are given food. 

They are sheltered until it is safe for them to continue their journey. 

 

Today many people are facing the same terrors on the same seas. The very same 

places named in the reading (27:1, 28:1) also feature in the stories of modern-day 

migrants. In other parts of the world many others are making equally dangerous 

journeys by land and sea to escape natural disasters, warfare and poverty. Their lives, 

too, are at the mercy of immense and coldly indifferent forces – not only natural, but 

political, economic and human. This human indifference takes various forms: the 

indifference of those who sell places on unseaworthy vessels to desperate people; the 

indifference of the decision not to send out rescue boats; and the indifference of 

turning migrant ships away. This names only a few instances. As Christians together 

facing these crises of migration this story challenges us: do we collude with the cold 

forces of indifference, or do we show “unusual kindness” and become witnesses of 

God’s loving providence to all people? 

 

Hospitality is a much needed virtue in our search for Christian unity. It is a practice 

that calls us to a greater generosity to those in need. The people who showed unusual 

kindness to Paul and his companions did not yet know Christ, and yet it is through 

their unusual kindness that a divided people were drawn closer together. Our own 

Christian unity will be discovered not only through showing hospitality to one  

another, important though this is, but also through loving encounters with those who 

do not share our language, culture or faith. 

In such tempestuous journeys and chance encounters, God’s will for his Church and 

all people comes to fulfilment. As Paul will proclaim in Rome, this salvation of God 

has been sent to all peoples (see Acts 28:28). 

 

The reflections for the eight days and the worship service will be focused on the text 

from the Acts of the Apostles. The themes for the eight days are: 

  

Day 1: Reconciliation: Throwing the cargo overboard 

Day 2: Enlightenment: Seeking and showing forth Christ’s light  

Day 3: Hope: Paul’s message 

Day 4: Trust: Do not be afraid, believe 

Day 5: Strength: Breaking bread for the journey  

Day 6: Hospitality: Show unusual kindness 

Day 7: Conversion: Changing our hearts and minds  

Day 8: Generosity: Receiving and giving 


