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Email: stpatrickscathedral@twb.catholic.org.au
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Dean of St Patrick’s Cathedral and Administrator: Fr. Michael O’Brien
Associate Pastor: Fr. Brian Redondo

Safeguarding Officer: Clinton Shearer (safeqguarding@stpats.org.au)

St Patrick’s, in communion with St Saviour’s Primary School — Samuel Hannant (4637 1700)
..... St Saviour’s College — Jessica Wade (4637 1600) ) ik

We Acknowledge and respect the Traditional Owners of this place, the Jarowair and Giabal Peoples RaLl

23 Sunday Ordinary time 7 September 2025
First reading: Wisdom 9:13-18 Who can comprehend the will of God?
Responsorial Psalm: In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.
Second Reading: Philemon 9-10,12-17 Receive him, not as a slave anymore, but as a very dear brother.
ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! Let your face shine on your servant, and teach me your laws. ALLELUIA!
Gospel: Luke 14:25-33 All who do not renounce their possessions cannot be my disciples.

We Are But The Earthenware Vessels Crafted By the Potter’s Hands (Prophet Jerimiah)
As | open the front doors of St Patrick’s Cathedral in the early hours of a morning, | look out into the distance to
see a fresh new day creeping out into the nooks and crannies of our fair city. | pause and say a simple prayer. |
ask God’s blessing on the city of Toowoomba. | pray for all those who had a difficult night — may they find joy,
and all those who face a difficult day — may they find peace. Then as my gaze drops down to James Street, the
artery that runs through the city, | pray that those on our roads may travel safely. Then | think of those walking
our streets in the night and the day, and | simply pray that the lost may be found. Amen.

This simple prayer starts my day. | know that it is only a drop in the ocean of prayers God will hear this day, but
| know God will hear it and | have the hope that God will answer it for those who are in need of an answer.

The second part of the gospel today reminds us that everything we do is only a little part of the picture. We will
never entirely build the tower, or win the battle, but we can contribute our part to the success of the mission.
We can use our wisdom and skills to achieve some peace, some progress, some love, some positive
hope......some, but not all.

The earlier teaching of this gospel reminds us that we can only do our part if we strive to be less distracted in
living the mission that is Christ centred. Jesus isn’t calling for the disciples to literally hate their family, but
rather distance themselves from the influence and demands that conflict and call them away from holding
Christ and God at the centre of all decisions and values. And this can be like carrying a cross at times — a burden
that weighs us down when we have to make difficult and hard decisions. So, like St Paul are we willing to say
that we are a prisoner of Christ — held captured by Christ — in love with the gaze of the eyes of Christ looking at
us with deep faithfulness and hope.

So as we strive to open our hearts and minds to move Christ to the centre of all life, we remember that in all
these things we contribute to only part of the mission, but like Paul it is always an important and unique part.
| am reminded of Cardinal Newman’s beautiful prayer —

“God has created me to do some definite service *God has committed some work to me which is not committed to
another * I have my mission * I may never know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next * I am a link in a
chain, a bond of connection between persons * God has not created me for naught * I shall do good; I shall do

God’s work ° I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my own place.”
Go out now, for you are the builder of the mission of Christ. Fr. Michael
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* We remember in our prayers all those who have died recently: Barry McCabe, Christine Valdivia,
Fr. John Chalmers (Brisbane), Harold.

% We hold in our hearts the memories of those whose anniversaries occur at this time, especially:
Peter Stephens, Anthony Hoddle, Aaron Jay Preston, Patriceno Fuentes, Elaine Mahon, Peter Stephens.

¥ For all those who are ill in our community: Elizabeth Soutar (age 2), Carole Symons, Patrick Eldridge,

Donna Vallely, Patrick Ryan, Rajender Vellore, Evandro Andrade, Antonietta Del Riccio, Sue Englart, Gerard George,
Amelene Creggy, Mary Boland, Claire Seymour, Sharon Keats, Bernard Bartetzko, Vicky Cocozza,

Jibran Mardini, Richard Stritzel, Rita Irwin, Kate Gibbs, Chr4istine ‘Saus’ Barron, Alyshia Morris,

William Garrahy, Bev Smith, Sheryl Grunke, Noel Roshan Francis, Therese Odri, Kath Smith, Freddy Nield,

Ray Frelek, Blake Cusato, Braxton, Greg Coddington, Jamal Abraham, Judy Moloney, Perlita Torrecampo, Dorothy Marsh,
Teresita Pamulaklakin, Madeline Gray.

As Bishop Ken leaves for his annual holidays, he shared the following —

Fr. Nathan Webb has been appointed Parish Priest of Stanthorpe for a period of six years. Fr. Nathan has be
ministering to the parish for the last 12 months;

Sr. Elaine Morzone mfic has decided it is time to retire from the ministry of Sychar House. We commend Sr.
Elaine for her splendid work within the spirituality centre. She will be missed for her wisdom and creativity
that enhanced beautifully the mission of this place of spirituality. Ms. Moyalia Tokmak has been appointed
new coordinator and has worked extensively with Sr. Elaine. We look forward to the vision Moyalia holds for
the future life at Sychar House;

Ms. Rachel Pingel has been appointed as Youth Coordinator of the Diocese, a role that hasn’t been evident for
a number of years, so we welcome this initiative and look forward to the energy and enthusiasm Rachel will
bring to the role. Rachel commences her role on 22" September. Once Rachel has commenced her role contact
can be made through the Diocesan office.
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Ny Carnival of Flowers displays: A\ 5
If you are able to help supply greenery please call

Sue Bauer 0427 932 165 AL on back page of Bulletin.

as we have specific requirements for this.

Carnival of Flowers Volunteers Needed:
Please see more information

This year’s Social Justice Statement focuses on the plight of the homeless and the difficulties of
their mental wellbeing - copies available on the table or call into the office.

Sunday 7 September

231 Sunday in Ordinary time
[SPC - St Patrick’s

STM - St Thomas More’s]

7am, 9am, 5.30pm.
Live Stream 9am
[Priest ann. in green]

11am Baptism of Louis Mackintosh-Bailey
4.30pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre

Monday 8 September
The Nativity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

5.30pm Mass SPC
9.00am Mass STM

9.30am Mass at Brodribb Nursing Home
9.30am Rosary Group - Parish Centre

Tuesday 9 September

9am Mass SPC
Fr Myles Smith

Wednesday 10 September

7am Mass SPC

7.15pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre

Thursday 11 September

7am Mass SPC
Most Rev William Brennan DD

7.30am - 8.30am Adoration

Friday 12 September

7am Mass SPC
9.30am Mass STM

9am Friendship Group — Parish Centre
7.15pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre

Saturday 13 September
St John Chrysostom

7am Mass SPC
6pm Mass SPC

6.30am Rosary at St Patrick’s

8am - 9am Reconciliation SPC

10.30am Baptism William Kevin Ward

11.30am Baptism Felicity Grace Seewald

2.30pm Wedding of Darcy Grummitt & Rachel Finney

Sunday 14 September
24 Sunday in Ordinary time

7am, 9am, 5.30pm
Live Stream 9am
Fr Lino Valente

9am Baptism Rosemary & Maxwell Wilson
11lam Baptism Honey & Heidi King
4.30pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre

Planned Giving: Thank you for your donations. Loose $2607 Planned Giving $926 Donation Point $1800
Money Counters this weekend: Pat Power, Leo & Maureen McMahon

Money Counters next weekend: Sam & Fina Ginardi, Wendy Heelan

Planned Giving Options: Envelopes available from parish office. For direct debit/credit card please contact
Celia at the Parish Office on 4637 1500. You may simply like to do a bank transfer: St Patrick’s Cathedral,
BSB 064-7/86, Account Number 100014072, reference envelope number or name in donating. Thank you.



Join Our Charity Raffle & Help Restore St Patrick’s Cathedral!
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TICKETS $10

We have partnered with Play for Purpose, Australia’s community raffle that gives you the
chance to win BIG while supporting a meaningful cause.
Every $10 ticket gives you the chance to win 395 prizes worth $300,000, including a First
Prize Pack valued at over $250,000 featuring:

e An Audi Q3 Wagon

e An Audi Q4 Sportback e-Tron

e $60,000 in gold bullion

And the best part? $5 from every ticket goes directly to restoring the historic St Patrick’s Cathedral.
It's a win-win: support a meaningful cause and maybe drive away in your dream car! Buy before 18" Sept.
Check out the prizes & buy your ticket https://playforpurpose.com.au/catholic-diocese

Window Restoration Underway

For the first time in around 50 years, light is streaming through one of the windows that
had been boarded up on the eastern side of our Cathedral. As you’ll see from the sign, this
is a temporary arrangement as we continue our restoration journey - but it’s truly lovely to
have the light back in that part of the Cathedral!

At this stage of the restoration, the Diocese is inviting the support and interest of as many
people as possible - within Toowoomba and beyond. There will be upcoming events
centered around the Cathedral, and you are warmly invited to be part of them. Some will be fundraising, others will
be social or cultural opportunities to appreciate the grandeur of this beautiful building and its place in
Toowoomba’s history.

To complete the remaining phases, we are inviting you - our community, friends, and supporters - to be part of this
journey. There are several meaningful ways you can support the restoration of St Patrick’s Cathedral:

1. Make a tax-deductible donation: Every contribution - large or small - is deeply appreciated and will
directly support the preservation of this historic Cathedral.

2. Dedicate a leadlight window: Honour or celebrate a loved one, a family, or a special occasion by
dedicating a restored window. It’s a beautiful way to leave a lasting legacy within these sacred walls.

3. Join our quarterly charity raffle — Play for Purpose: Purchase a ticket for your chance to win up to
$250,000 in prizes every quarter, while supporting the Cathedral restoration.

If you re interested in learning more, please scan the QR code to your left. A prospectus outlining the cost of
window dedications is available. For any enquiries, please contact Erin, Diocesan Fundraising Development
Officer, at 0439 346 568 or ekehoe-oshea@twb.catholic.org.au.

Please give this some thought and follow updates as they become available through the Diocesan website. Let’s
build some buzz around this fantastic project - and bring even more light into our Cathedral!


https://playforpurpose.com.au/catholic-diocese
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ST PAT'S WELCOMES YOU TO COME ALONG AND EXPERJENCE
THE BEAUTIFUL DISPLAYS FROM OUR LOCAL
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS / COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS
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Honouring a Lifetime
of Service: Support
Our Retired Priests
Please consider a gift to help
provide accommodation, healthcare,
and daily support for Father Hal and
other retired priests.

Catholic Diocese of §

B |
-1 TOOWOOMBA

Each year we hold an appeal to assist the Priests of our
Diocese in their retirement. This appeal helps fund the Clergy
Nurse, Mrs Julie See. Julie is invaluable in her advice,
encouragement and assistance in the health care of many of
our retired priests. Please give some consideration to giving to
assist those Priests who have supported you in the past.

Either use the QR code above, or the envelopes available on
the tables or simply write Priests Retirement Appeal on an
envelope and place into the collection box. Thank you in
advance for your generosity to this worthy cause.
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Volunteers for St
Patrick’'s Annual Floral
Display.

We are extremely
grateful o all the
wonderful people who
have volunteered to
help set up/pack up and
welcome visitors to the
Carnival of Flowers
display in the
Cathedral.

We will be in touch
shortly once rosters
are complete.

A few more volunteers
are still needed to
welcome visitors as
they come to enjoy the
display. If you can
spare some time please
contact the office on
4637 1500 or via email:
stpatrickscathedral
@twb.catholic.org.au

Caritas The Catholic agency

for international aid

AUSTRALIA and development

October is the Season of Creation - Caritas Australia is
inviting parishes to stand in solidarity with vulnerable
communities in need of sustainable development and
ecological renewal by:

signing the Turn Debt into Hope petition -
caritas.org.au/debt

committing to practical, everyday actions
that promote ecological sustainability and
care for creation by registering to become a
Catholic Earthcare Household -
caritas.org.au/catholic-earthcare/

Catholic
Earthcare

Caritas Australia
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