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We Acknowledge and respect the Traditional Owners of this place, the Jarowair and Giabal Peoples RaLl

22 Sunday Ordinary time 31 August 2025
First reading: Sirach 3:17-20, 28-29 Humble yourself and you will find favour with the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm: God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor.
Second Reading: Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24 You have to come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God.

ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! Take my yoke upon you; learn from me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart. ALLELUIA!
Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14 All who exalt themselves shall be humbled and all who humble themselves shall be exalted.

Come to the Table

Years ago when | was celebrating the wedding of a friend of mine, | noticed one of the guests who was at school with me
and | thought to myself, “Well | didn’t like him at school so that won’t have changed now!” Well God, in God’s mysterious
way, placed him as the person | was sitting beside for the dinner. You can imagine what | thought of that, but before |
could say much, he said, “Well mate you certainly know where your strengths lie, that was a lovely wedding.” | was
stunned and felt so small considering the judgement | had placed on him. You see | never gave consideration to the fact
that he may have changed, but he had for me. We went on to have a great night together.

There is an aspect of this reading that is not always obvious. When people vie for the places of honour, each believing
them better than the other, not allowing for change or growth, they are not seeing the person in front of them rather
they are seeing themselves and their own importance. The other significance of this passage is the difference between
the first guests in the story and the invitation to those who cannot pay the host back. There is no ranking when it comes
to those who are “poor, crippled, lame or blind.” They don’t jostle for position rather they see a communion of
understanding and hope that is shared between them all.

In Luke’s gospel Jesus seems never to be far from the dinner table! Not because he is seeking food, but rather because he
hungers for communion amongst those at table. As Jesus shares himself he sometimes becomes the source of conflict as
the good news for some, but not for others. So this is not about feeding the poor, but rather inviting those “poor” to our
table. It is not the same thing. Being at table with someone invites intimacy in the sharing of life. It opens avenues to
forgiveness, understanding, truth telling, joy and laughter. It breaks down the “seating arrangements” of a formal dinner
atmosphere.

In Jesus’ day, sharing a meal was a profound act of solidarity. To sit at table with someone implied that you would pray
together, and that implied that you shared your relationship with God with one another. This is why Jews didn’t eat with
gentiles as they didn’t pray in communion, and they could not eat without praying.

So in a powerful way Jesus breaks this taboo. Challenges those present to enter into a relationship with those at table,
regardless who they are and what their faith may be. We too are challenged by this gospel to look beyond the reason for
people to gather at table, to the core belief that this meal is about communion, relationship and the good news.

As we gather at table let us be mindful of the opportunity that every meal is blessed by God’s presence and desire that we
reflect in our solidarity and love. As the Bishop shares his Pastoral letter with us this weekend there is a call for everyone
to “come to the table” to share hopes and dreams next year at a Diocesan Synod. Please consider being part of this
journey when the opportunity comes next year.

Every Blessing, Fr. Michael
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+ We remember in our prayers all those who have died recently: Kathleen Rookas.

7+ We hold in our hearts the memories of those whose anniversaries occur at this time, especially:
Christina Woodward, Bob McCormack, Dr James Madden, Josie Vetter.

& For all those who are ill in our community: Carole Symons, Patrick Eldridge, Donna Vallely,

Patrick Ryan, Rajender Vellore, Evandro Andrade, Antonietta Del Riccio, Sue Englart, Gerard George,
Amelene Creggy, Mary Boland, Claire Seymour, Sharon Keats, Bernard Bartetzko, Vicky Cocozza,

Jibran Mardini, Richard Stritzel, Rita Irwin, Kate Gibbs, Christine ‘Saus’ Barron, Alyshia Morris,

William Garrahy, Bev Smith, Sheryl Grunke, Noel Roshan Francis, Therese Odri, Kath Smith, Freddy Nield,
Ray Frelek, Blake Cusato, Braxton, Greg Coddington, Jamal Abraham, Judy Moloney, Perlita Torrecampo,
Dorothy Marsh, Teresita Pamulaklakin, Madeline Gray.

St Patrick's Parish Community thanks Fr Brian Redondo for
all the work he has done organising and training the Altar
Servers for our parish.
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The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process
through which interested adults and older children are gradually
introduced to the Roman Catholic faith and way of life. To
enable this process to proceed Catechists and Sponsors are
needed to walk the journey with those interested in entering
the church. Parishioners who volunteer for these roles must be
familiar with modern current teaching and be open to the
changes in the modern church. Please give some
consideration to walking with those whom the Spirit has
called to enter into the Catholic church. If you wish to
know more about what is required, please contact Gabrielle on

BEHMAMNOFF
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A transcendent choral masterpiece of
overwhelming beauty, spiritual depth,
and emotional stillness.

IN TWO BREATHTAKING SACRED VENUES:

Book online:

& Brisbane
Saturday 30 August 2025 7:.00 PM
1 St Brigid's Church
Red Hill

¥ Toowoomba
Sunday 31 August 2025 2:00 PM
1 St Patrick's Cathedral
- - Toowoomba
$60 $50 $30

& CONNECT

gabriellesaide@outlook.com or phone St Patrick’s office and
Gabrielle will make contact with you. It is indeed a rewarding
and soul satisfying journey to bring another into the faith!

Please use this link for the Social Justice Statement for 2025-2026.
https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2025/08/06/signs-of-
hope-on-the-edge-social-justice-statement-2025-2026/

Marian Valley - Bus trip Saturday 6" September - departing from
Neil St 7.30am. Please contact Theresa Blatchley 0434 528 904.

www.oneequalmusic.org

2-3pm One Equal Music Concert
4.30pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre

Sunday 31 August

22" Sunday in Ordinary time
[SPC - St Patrick’s

STM - St Thomas More’s]

Monday 1 September

7am, 9am, 5.30pm.
Live Stream 9am
[Priest ann. in green]

10.00am Mass for Diocesan Feast Day [Bishop Ken]
9.30am Rosary Group - Parish Centre

5.30pm Mass SPC
9.00am Mass STM
Fr Mervyn Ziesing
9am Mass SPC
Bishop Edward Kelly
7am Mass SPC

Tuesday 2 September 5.00pm Finance Committee meeting in Staff Room

Wednesday 3 September 7.15pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre

Saint Gregory the Great
Thursday 4 September

7.30am - 8.30am Adoration
5.30pm Liturgy Meeting in Presbytery
9am Friendship Group - Parish Centre
7.15pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre
6.30am Rosary at St Patrick’s
8am - 9am Reconciliation SPC
10.30am Baptism Oliver James O'Brien
11.30am Baptism James Thomas Herron, Archer John &
Sienna May Chisholm
2pm Wedding of Kerrie Woodford & Robert Sharpley
Sunday 7 September 7am, 9am, 5.30pm 11am Baptism of Louis Mackintosh-Bailey
23" Sunday in Ordinary time Live Stream 9am 4.30pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre
Planned Giving: Thank you for your donations. Loose $3108 Planned Giving $1051 Donation Point $1370
Money Counters this weekend: Sandra & Peter Daly, Jan-Nell & Errol Chase
Money Counters next weekend: Pat Power, Leo & Maureen McMahon
Planned Giving Options: Envelopes available from parish office. For direct debit/credit card please contact
Celia at the Parish Office on 4637 1500. You may simply like to do a bank transfer: St Patrick’s Cathedral,
BSB 064-7\86, Account Number 100014072, reference envelope number or name in donating. Thank you.

7am Mass SPC

Fr Sydney Kattie
7am Mass SPC
9.30am Mass STM
7am Mass SPC
6pm Mass SPC

Friday 5 September

Saturday 6 September
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Join Our Charity Raffle & Help Restore St Patrick’s Cathedral!

FOR PURPOSE
-/
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TICKETS $10

We have partnered with Play for Purpose, Australia’s community raffle that gives you the
chance to win BIG while supporting a meaningful cause.
Every $10 ticket gives you the chance to win 395 prizes worth $300,000, including a First
Prize Pack valued at over $250,000 featuring:

e An Audi Q3 Wagon

e An Audi Q4 Sportback e-Tron

e $60,000 in gold bullion

And the best part? $5 from every ticket goes directly to restoring the historic St Patrick’s Cathedral.
It's a win-win: support a meaningful cause and maybe drive away in your dream car! Buy before 18" Sept.
Check out the prizes & buy your ticket https://playforpurpose.com.au/catholic-diocese

Window Restoration Underway

For the first time in around 50 years, light is streaming through one of the windows that
had been boarded up on the eastern side of our Cathedral. As you’ll see
from the sign, this is a temporary arrangement as we continue our restoration journey - but
it’s truly lovely to have the light back in that part of the Cathedral!

At this stage of the restoration, the Diocese is inviting the support and interest of as many
people as possible - within Toowoomba and beyond. There will be upcoming events
centered around the Cathedral, and you are warmly invited to be part of them. Some will be fundraising, others will
be social or cultural opportunities to appreciate the grandeur of this beautiful building and its place in
Toowoomba’s history.

To complete the remaining phases, we are inviting you - our community, friends, and supporters - to be part of this
journey. There are several meaningful ways you can support the restoration of St Patrick’s Cathedral:

1. Make a tax-deductible donation: Every contribution - large or small - is deeply appreciated and will
directly support the preservation of this historic Cathedral.

2. Dedicate a leadlight window: Honour or celebrate a loved one, a family, or a special occasion by
dedicating a restored window. It’s a beautiful way to leave a lasting legacy within these sacred walls.

3. Join our quarterly charity raffle — Play for Purpose: Purchase a ticket for your chance to win up to
$250,000 in prizes every quarter, while supporting the Cathedral restoration.

If you re interested in learning more, please scan the QR code to your left. A prospectus outlining the cost of
window dedications is available. For any enquiries, please contact Erin, Diocesan Fundraising Development
Officer, at 0439 346 568 or ekehoe-oshea@twb.catholic.org.au.

Please give this some thought and follow updates as they become available through the Diocesan website. Let’s
build some buzz around this fantastic project - and bring even more light into our Cathedral!
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St Patrick’'s Annual Floral

i Display is a wonderful
St\ PM 5/ Cﬂﬂmd/b@l/ opportunity for us to
showcase the Cathedral and
. show what a vibrant
Hﬁfl/al/ D community we are but to do
W this we need your help -
The dedicated Carnival of

m . ? Flowers committee along with
M/ s parishes, schools and

community groups have been

working all year to prepare this

e m ’Ld/ beautiful event. The Cathedral
’9 2 My) 23 will be open to the public from
Friday 19 to Tuesday 23
September from 9am to 5pm.
WM Volunteers needed to assist
with setting up on Tuesday 16

to Thursday 18 September and
r packing up on Wednesday 24
9 . 00@“7/ 5 . OW September. If you can spare

some fime please put your name

ST PAT'S WELCOMES YOU TO COME ALONG AND EXPERIENCE o0 e ST U et e
THE BEAUTIFUL DISPLAYS FROM OUR LOCAL fable.
Volunteers needed to welcome
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS / COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS visitors to our beautiful
Cathedral as they come to
5 .+ AND BUSINESSES enjoy the display. Sign up
'Q\)‘)"' sheets for 'Welcomers' on the
K - 4 )' table or please email your
o f { details and times you are
% d “\ 1 .. 4 available to
% V’\_ﬂ q '\?f\ "\', J\ ‘ stpatrickscathedral
QUAY Al \; VY . @twb.catholic.org.au

leave a Legacy of
Hope and Faith
at St Patrick’s
Cathedral

Your faith has guided you {
through life - now let it shine for
generations with a gift in your Will.

www.twb.catholic.org.au
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