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ALL SOULS DAY 2 November 2025
First reading: Isaiah 25:6-9 The Lord will destroy Death for ever.
Responsorial Psalm: The Lord is my light and salvation.

Second Reading: Romans 5:5-11 Having been justified by his blood, we will be saved from God’s anger through him.
ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! This is the will of my father, says the Lord, that | should lose nothing of all that he has given to me,
and that I should raise it up on the last day. ALLELUIA!

Gospel: Luke 7:11-17 Young man, | say to you arise!

The Wonder of the Month of November

For a long time | have wondered about the mysterious world of opera. The Italian, that is sung mainly and the story it tells at
times seems incomprehensible. When | was in Canberra recently | wandered into a bookshop that had a little volume of Cd’s of
4 operas. Not only that but comprehensive books on each opera outlining the history and the storyline of each act in the play.
But most importantly it had the Libretto - the words of the opera with annotations and alongside that, the English translation.
So my first foray into opera has been Carmen by Bizet, who | have to say played fairly loose and fast with men’s hearts and
emotions. Of course we would all be familiar with the Toreador Song and the wonderful music that accompanies it. However
this is the first time | can place it into the context of the storyline and understand more fully the emotion and strength of the
performance. When | consider this month of November, a time when we remember the Holy Souls that have gone before us,
this experience of discovering opera comes to mind.

This month is not only a time to remember those loved ones we hold in our hearts. It is also a time to ponder our own
mortality, but not in a morbid distressing way. It s, like my experience above, a time to stop and seek a deeper understanding
and confidence in God’s love for us, through the resurrected Christ. The place where God will “wipe away the tears from every
cheek.” It is a time to listen to the song of freedom, the words that bring new appreciation of God’s storyline for us.

Todays gospel is sometimes hard to understand. Why would Jesus suddenly raise someone from the dead, especially when he
doesn’t wish to draw attention to his mission? Some of the answer, as always is contained in the text. The first is something we
miss with the translation from the Greek. The word used for being moved with “pity for her” is from the verb “splagchnizomai”
which literally means, “to have the bowels yearn”. I’'m sure you agree, pity sounds better, however it highlights that this is way
beyond just a simple “feeling sorry for” or “concerned about”. This is a feeling that hits hard and deep within Jesus’ very self,
something that has a physical and visceral reaction! Why would Jesus react in this way? Again we look at the text. The author
of the gospel could have easily just said the son of a mother, yet we get the detail that is “the only son of his mother and she
was a widow”. The cultural overlay at the time of Jesus is that to become a widow makes life hard. To become a widow
without any male children makes life dangerous. A widow without the support of husband or male child had no one to stand up
for them in the public sphere of life. They become invisible and prone to verbal, physical and even sexual abuse. When Jesus
saw this his body and soul reacted with an all encompassing grief as the widows’ future flashed before his eyes. So what else
could he do except bring back the son that the widow placed her entire hope of life in.

Now as we celebrate this month of November we don’t enter into a month of sadness and hopelessness, we enter into a time
that we spend with Christ who wants to offer us that same confidence in the promise of eternal hope. We are invited to
imagine Jesus saying the same words to us — ARISE!

As St Paul says, “Hope is not deceptive.” So close your eyes and picture yourself taking Jesus’ hand that is offered to you, when
the time comes to leave this world, and to hear Jesus speak to you —I TELL YOU, ARISE! Listen to the storyline that God has in

mind for you. Live during this month of November rediscovering the promise of seeing the face of Christ.

Remember the compassionate Christ with you today. Every blessing, Fr. Michael
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i+ We remember in our prayers all those who have died recently: Pat Wright, John Cosgrove,
Leo Bartlett.

i+ We hold in our hearts the memories of those whose anniversaries occur at this time, especially:
Gretta Watson.

i+ For all those who are ill in our community: Sue O’Brien, Fr. Hal Ranger, Kathy Bermingham,

Carole Symons, Elizabeth Soutar(age 2), Patrick Eldridge, Donna Vallely, Patrick Ryan, Rajender Vellore,
Evandro Andrade, Antonietta Del Riccio, Gerard George, Amelene Creggy, Mary Boland, Claire Seymour,
Sharon Keats, Bernard Bartetzko, Vicky Cocozza, Jibran Mardini, Richard Stritzel, Rita Irwin, Kate Gibbs,
Christine ‘Saus’ Barron, Alyshia Morris, William Garrahy, Bev Smith, Sheryl Grunke, Noel Roshan Francis,
Therese Odri, Kath Smith, Freddy Nield, Ray Frelek, Blake Cusato, Braxton, Greg Coddington, Jamal Abraham,
Judy Moloney, Perlita Torrecampo, Dorothy Marsh, Teresita Pamulaklakin, Madeline Gray.

Advent Anointing Mass will be held in the Cathedral Centre on Thursday 27 November at 11am, followed by
lunch. For catering purposes please RSVP by 25/11/25 stpatrickscathedral@twb.catholic.org.au or 46371500.

St Pat’s Parish Pastoral Council would like to thank all volunteers of the parish with a BBQ Tuesday 2 December
from 6pm in the Cathedral grounds. RSVP by 28/11/25 stpatrickscathedral@twb.catholic.org.au or 4637 1500.

Ministry Volunteer Sheets are available on the Neil St table. Please give some thought to how you may contribute to
the life of your parish.

Retreat and Holidays for Fr. Brian Redondo. Fr. Brian will be taking a 30 day retreat in the Philippines from November,
followed by his annual holidays. We hope both are rewarding and life giving during his time away. Fr. Brian will return to
us at the beginning of January. Please keep Fr. Brian in your prayers during this time.

SEEKING PASTORAL ASSOCIATE - MUSIC to oversee the music program and choir for St Patrick’s Cathedral. This
position requires a person with excellent communication skills, proven musical abilities, willing to organise and coordinate
the musical and choral requirements for the Cathedral Parish, in a part time capacity requiring 25 hours per week,
including some weekend work. If you are interested, or have any questions please contact St Patrick’s office via
stpatrickscathedral@twb.catholic.org.au or to obtain a full role description. Please forward written application to the same
email. Closing date for applications is 15t December, 2025.

Knights of the Southern Cross Conference and AGM

On Saturday, 1 November, members of the Knights of the Southern Cross (QId) will gather at St Patrick’s Cathedral Centre,
Toowoomba for their 2025 Regional Conference and Annual General Meeting, themed “Relevance in the Future.”

The day will include prayer, strategic sessions, and reflections on the mission and future direction of the Order, with
contributions from Bishop Ken Howell and leaders across the state. The evening will conclude with Mass at the Cathedral
and a formal dinner. This annual gathering plays a vital role in shaping the fraternity’s vision and strengthening its
commitment to faith, service, and community.

UPGRADE OF CATHEDRAL TOILETS

Please note that a long awaited upgrade of the public toilets used in the Cathedral office is taking place over the next
couple of weeks (3-4). PLEASE MAKE USE OF THE TOILETS IN THE CATHEDRAL CENTRE FOYER. SHOULD
THESE NOT BE ACCESSIBLE PLEASE USE THE TOILETS LOCATED ACROSS THE ROAD IN GROOM PARK.
Thank you for your patience while these upgrades are taking place. Fr. Michael

Sunday 2 November
All Souls Day

[SPC - St Patrick’s

STM - St Thomas More’s]

7am, 9am, 5.30pm.
Live Stream 9am
[Priest ann. in
green]

11am Baptism of Juliette Joan Hamilton
4.30pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre

Monday 3 November

5.30pm Mass SPC
9.00am Mass STM
Fr William McGovern

9.30am Mass at Brodribb Nursing Home
9.30am Rosary Group in Parish Centre

Tuesday 4 November
St Charles Borromeo

9am Mass SPC

Wednesday 5 November

7am Mass SPC
5.30pm Mass STM

7.15pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre

Thursday 6 November

7am Mass SPC

7.30am - 8.30am Adoration

Friday 7 November

7am Mass SPC
9.30am Mass STM

9am Friendship Group in the Conference Room
7.15pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre

Saturday 8 November

7am Mass SPC
6pm Mass SPC

6.30am Rosary at St Patrick’s

8-9am Reconciliation SPC

10am Baptism Charlize & Marco Suman

11.30am Baptism Quincy Rian Federoff-Munn
12.30pm Baptism Sterling Sydney Samuel Chapman

Sunday 9 November

The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

7am, 9am, 5.30pm
Live Stream 9am

4.30pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre

Planned Giving: Thank you for your donations. Loose $2576 Planned Giving $876 Donation Point $1350
Money Counters this weekend: Jabour Hanna, Michelle Betros, Mick Cuskelly

Money Counters next weekend: Sandra & Peter Daly, Jane-Nell & Errol Chase

Planned Giving Options: Envelopes available from parish office. For direct debit/credit card please contact Celia at the

Parish Office on 4637 1500. You may simply like to do a bank transfer: St Patrick’s Cathedral,
BSB 064-786, Account Number 100014072, reference envelope number or name in donating. Thank you.
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