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26™ Sunday in Ordinary time 28 September 2025
First reading: Amos 6:1,4-7 You will give yourself to licentiousness and revelry will be exiled.
Responsorial Psalm: Praise the Lord, my soul!

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 6:11-16 Obey the commandments until the coming of the Lord.

ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! Jesus Christ was rich but he became poor, to make you rich out of his poverty. ALLELUIA!
Gospel: Luke 16:19-31 During your life good things came you way just as bad things came the way of Lazarus. Now he is

being comforted while you are in agony.

The Lazarus Within!

This story of the rich man and Lazarus uses much imagery and comparison to make its point. The rich man is without
name, yet Lazarus is. Maybe the rich man will not be remembered, but Lazarus will be! Naturally being given a name
draws us to focus on Lazarus. Like most stories if the beginning was changed even slightly then the whole story would take
a different direction. What if the rich man had cast his eyes to the left? What would have happened if he had actually
noticed Lazarus seated at his door? Would he have changed his attitude? Would his heart be so moved that he would do
something to ease the obvious burden? Who knows, as the questions are meaningless for we will never know, for he never
even saw Lazarus at his very door.

So the question that should stir in our hearts is, “What prevented the rich man from seeing Lazarus?” This same question
we can ask of ourselves. What prevents us from truly seeing the person who is in need?”” What would we see if we cast our
eyes to our metaphorical left? Sometimes we get so focussed on our own needs in life, we forget to look around us. We
forget to really see the person in front of us. Often as a priest involved in preparing funerals and weddings, | say to myself,
“It’s not about me” The people I meet with have some ideas about how they would like the liturgy to unfold. My pastoral
imperative is to find a place that combines their personal wishes and good liturgy. It is somewhere in that conversation we
arrive at a liturgy that respects those who know best the person or people we are celebrating or remembering — the people
who sit before me. This is part of my “looking to the left”. This is part of trying to see truly the people before me and
something of their shared journey, of which | have not usually been part of.

If we were to say that our “looking to the left” is simply about seeing the poor at our door, or those living on our streets and
deciding to do something about it, then we also miss the depth of this story. The challenge at the end of this story is for us
to accept truly the concept of Christ rising from the dead. That we have faith in Christ who has come to bring us new life
even in the presence of what feels like an ending.

We are also called to seek the Lazarus Within. When we take the time to reflect on life — to plunge into the darkness that is
present in all lives, as much as the light is, we discover our Lazarus’. Lazarus sat at the door, covered in sores, hungry,
forgotten, cast aside. Someone nobody wanted to even cast their eyes upon. When we truly come to God in prayer, we
come with our inner disturbing truths as well as our goodness. If we only cast our eyes of prayer on the goodness then we
don’t allow the depth of this gospel to become real for us. If we truly believe in the resurrection — from death to life — then
we know that when we spend time with our Lazarus Within we will also glimpse the presence of the risen Christ in that
place, whose wounds were still there for all to see, but with light shining through. For Christ always looks to his left.
Christ never abandons us and is present most deeply when we see the Lazarus Within and we allow Christ to bring us
healing, understanding, peace, purpose and the love of the one who created us. It is not easy. It is hard work but it is at the
heart of our faith. It renews us and brings us new life. The more we run away from the Lazarus Within the more fake and
superficial we become.

May you experience the radical God who brings the deepest of healing to the Lazarus Within. God Bless, Fr. Michael
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* We remember in our prayers all those who have died recently: Mary Weir, Bill Phillips.

% We hold in our hearts the memories of those whose anniversaries occur at this time, especially:
Marilyn Mulkerin, James O’Brien, Judith O’Brien, Marilyn O’Brien, Fr Jim Elmore C.P, Martha Betros, Margaret Stephens.

% For all those who are ill in our community: Fr. Hal Ranger, Kathy Bermingham, Elizabeth Soutar (age 2),

Carole Symons, Patrick Eldridge, Donna Vallely, Patrick Ryan, Rajender Vellore, Evandro Andrade, Antonietta Del Riccio,
Sue Englart, Gerard George, Amelene Creggy, Mary Boland, Claire Seymour, Sharon Keats, Bernard Bartetzko,

Vicky Cocozza, Jibran Mardini, Richard Stritzel, Rita Irwin, Kate Gibbs, Christine ‘Saus’ Barron, Alyshia Morris,

William Garrahy, Bev Smith, Sheryl Grunke, Noel Roshan Francis, Therese Odri, Kath Smith, Freddy Nield, Ray Frelek,
Blake Cusato, Braxton, Greg Coddington, Jamal Abraham, Judy Moloney, Perlita Torrecampo, Dorothy Marsh,

Teresita Pamulaklakin, Madeline Gray.

St Patrick’s Cathedral Carnival of Flowers Committee would like to give a huge thank you to all
the volunteers for their many hours of work over the last week - for your cheerful, helpful and

supportive presence. It is truly appreciated - Heather Bryant, Suzanne Ellis, Kerri Denning,

Judy Lee, Leanne Pingel, John & Noela Fisher, Rose Bueno, Rob Moore, Brian Strong, Alex O’Brien,
David & Christine Harpham, Bev Price, Ann Maree Ford, Pat Murphy, Carmel Doolan, Wendy Heelan,
Gabrielle Saide, Noel Francis, Michelle Betros, Colleen Lee, Pam Hanrick, John & Rosemary Keenan,
Sianna Thomas, Brian Ridge, Roberta Cooke, Leila Yeo, Jan-Nell Chase, Michael Pleming, Jenna Baguley,
Ruby Inoferio, Tom Hodgson, Pam Duane and Glenice Boyce.

If you are interested in assisting next year please have a chat to any of these volunteers.

We thank the following for their wonderful displays of which many,

many positive comments were received — St Saviour’s Primary School,
St Thomas Mores Primary School, St Anthony’s Primary School, Rosies,
St Saviour’s College, St Joseph’s College, St Mary’s College, St Ursula’s College,
Young Goolburri, Toowoomba Hospital Foundation, Indigenous Group,
Making Connections toowoomba, St Patrick’s Liturgy Group, St Vincent de Paul.
Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office and Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba
with thanks - St Patrick’s Carnival of Flowers Committee
Sue Bauer, Hugh Boyce, Tracey Jacklin,
Melissa Stevens & Cate Power.

Happy Birthday Sr. Miriam! May your life of service bring
you much joy and happiness, now and into the future.
Every Blessing from St Patrick’s Parish Community.

Sunday 28 September
26" Sunday in Ordinary time
[SPC - St Patrick’s

STM - St Thomas More’s]

7am, 9am, 5.30pm.
Live Stream 9am
[Priest ann. in green]
Fr Clarence Leahy

9am Initiation of Chelsea May Montgomery
11am Baptism of Rosa Dawn Hurley
4.30pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre

Monday 29 September
St Michael, Gabriel, Raphael

5.30pm Mass SPC
9.00am Mass STM
Fr Neil O'Donoghue

10.00am Police Remembrance Day Service SPC

Tuesday 30 September
St Jerome

9am Mass SPC

Wednesday 1 October
St Therese of the Child Jesus

7am Mass SPC

7.15pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre

Thursday 2 October
The Holy Guardian Angels

7am Mass SPC

7.30am - 8.30am Adoration
Office Closed 12.30pm - 1.45pm

Friday 3 October

7am Mass SPC
9.30am Mass STM

9am Friendship Group

10.30am Altar Servers Training

3pm Wedding Kaison Williams & Therese Manley
7.15pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre

Saturday 4 October
St Francis of Assisi

7am Mass SPC
6pm Mass SPC

6.30am Rosary at St Patrick’s

8 - 9am Reconciliation SPC
10am Filipino Mass

Fr. Michael on Leave until 15/10

Sunday 5 October
27t Sunday in Ordinary time

7am, 9am, 5.30pm

Live Stream 9am

12pm Baptism Malko Theron Lara
4.30pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre

Planned Giving: Thank you for your donations. Loose $3170 Planned Giving $778 Donation Point $1325

Money Counters this weekend: Jabour Hanna, Michelle Betros, Mick Cuskelly

Money Counters next weekend: Sandra & Peter Daly - Jan-Nell & Errol Chase

Planned Giving Options: Envelopes available from parish office. For direct debit/credit card please contact
Celia at the Parish Office on 4637 1500. You may simply like to do a bank transfer: St Patrick’s Cathedral,
BSB 064-7/86, Account Number 100014072, reference envelope number or name in donating. Thank you.



