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Office hours: 9am-4pm Mon-Thu 9am-3pm on Friday

Dean of St Patrick’s Cathedral and Administrator: Fr. Michael O’Brien
Associate Pastor: Fr. Brian Redondo

Safeguarding Officer: Clinton Shearer (safequarding@stpats.org.au)

St Patrick’s, in communion with St Saviour’s Primary School — Samuel Hannant (4637 1700)
..... St Saviour’s College — Jessica Wade (4637 1600)

We Acknowledge and respect the Traditional Owners of this place, the Jarowair and Giabal Peoples

20™ Sunday Ordinary time 17 August 2025
First reading: Jeremiah 38:4-6,8-10 You bore me to be a man of strife for the whole world
Responsorial Psalm: Lord, come to my aid!
Second Reading: Hebrews 12:1-4 Let us bear patiently the struggle placed upon us.
ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; I know them, and they follow me ALLELUIA!
Gospel: Luke 12:1-4 | have come not to give peace, but discord
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Grandparents Day at St Saviour’s College
Recently I celebrated Eucharist with St Saviour’s College for their annual recognition of the wonderful presence
our elders, and particularly our grandparents are in our lives. This reflection was written by one of the students,
Leen Zahlouk. I was very impressed by the quality of her reflection and so thought it was worth sharing with you
all. Leen comes from Syria and sadly may not have the opportunity to see her grandfather again, so this comes
from deep within her heart.

In the Gospel of Luke, a story about two elderly people of deep faith called Simeon and Anna wait patiently and
prayerfully for the coming of Jesus. Their wisdom, joy and belief reflect the crucial role that our grandparents
play in passing on those values and helping to shape us into the strong women that we are today.

I would like to begin by sharing my reflection on my grandparents who have shaped me into who | am and the
wonderful values, beliefs and stories that they passed on to me to help me get to where | am today. | would also
like to invite you all to seize this moment and to see it as a valuable opportunity to do the same, by remembering
how your grandparents have enriched your lives and passed on memorable life lessons, stories or wisdom onto you.
Luke 2:25-34 states that Simeon would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah, and when the child
Jesus was brought into the temple, Simeon took him and praised God by saying, “Master, now you are dismissing
your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation”. I believe that just like
Simeon’s strong faith in the Lord, my grandparents have had that same immeasurable faith in me. This extends
beyond schoolwork and trying to do my best to follow an academic pathway but reaches the little things like
learning how to forgive, being compassionate and understanding, and accepting of all people no matter their
beliefs, rude or friendly and no matter their way of life. It was through that faith filled relationship that allowed
me to profoundly understand the power of a person who forgives, a person who is kind and a person who is
accepting.

In terms of life lessons that my grandparents passed on to me that resonated with me the most would be to always
trust in God’s timing. So every time you stop in traffic, or miss a bus or arrive late is not because of bad luck but
because it was where God wanted you to be. This allowed me to be serene even in the most nerve-wracking
situations which | am very grateful for.

Luke 2:36-38 reveals that there was also a prophet called Anna who was of great age. She never left the temple
but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. But when Jesus was brought into the temple, she
began to praise God and speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. Anna’s
patience to see God’s promise fulfilled reminds me of something my grandmother taught me. She said that good
things are bound to happen, but you just have to wait and seek out righteousness.
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Her wise words have stuck with me and encouraged me to not rush important decisions where | might contradict
people’s feelings and to not live life simple mindedly but with a faithful mindset otherwise, I’ll forget the true
purpose, which is waiting for God’s call. Simeon and Anna shared the good news about Jesus with others, and |
commend how my grandparents share their morals with me similarly to Luke’s Gospel. However, I pick up on these
not from their words but from their actions. | admire their hospitality, always welcoming me into their home no
matter the circumstance, never letting me leave their home hungry and spoiling me with whatever my heart desires.
But also, I admire their ambitions in life such as finding inner peace through faith and meditation, promoting
empathy and kindness and cultivating relationships which I find exceptionally inspiring.

Additionally, I am extremely thankful that my grandparents support me by applauding my strengths and helping me
work on my weaknesses to improve the ways | embark on my journeys.

To all the grandparents that are no longer with us or to those who live far away from us, | want to emphasise that
there is will always love and a strong connection between us and them. My grandmother who lives overseas is all
the way across the world and | would have to travel for days across oceans to reach her however, | never forget her
love and care and consistently feel that her presence is with me all the time. She once told me to always rely on
God, and he will ensure that I’'m never lonely. I guess she was right as I don’t remember her departure but only her
being with me.

I suppose what I’m trying to say is that our grandparents enrich our lives with more ways than we can imagine
whether it is the little things like cooking our favourite meal or the bigger things like embarking their wisdom onto
us.

In return we can find ways to say thanks and show them our appreciation. This can be saying a simple thank you or
spending quality time with them to truly remember their embrace. Lastly, we can perform small acts of service like
cooking their favourite meal for a change or even helping them do their gardening. Whatever it is, our grandparents
will appreciate it no matter what only if it’s from the heart.

I hope that you took this opportunity to relive all the wonderful experiences you had with your grandparents just
like 1 did and to reflect on all the valuable life lessons that you’ve been taught.

I hope you found it as inspiring as | did. Every Blessing, Fr. Michael

i+ We remember in our prayers all those who have died recently: Gwen Gobbert.
i We hold in our hearts the memories of those whose anniversaries occur at this time, especially:

& For all those who are ill in our community: Patrick Eldridge, Donna Vallely, Patrick Ryan,

Rajender Vellore, Evandro Andrade, Antonietta Del Riccio, Sue Englart, Gerard George, Amelene Creggy,
Mary Boland, Claire Seymour, Sharon Keats, Bernard Bartetzko, Vicky Cocozza, Jibran Mardini,

Richard Stritzel, Rita Irwin, Kate Gibbs, Christine ‘Saus’ Barron, Alyshia Morris, William Garrahy, Bev Smith,
Sheryl Grunke, Noel Roshan Francis, Therese Odri, Kath Smith, Freddy Nield, Ray Frelek, Blake Cusato,
Braxton, Greg Coddington, Jamal Abraham, Judy Moloney, Perlita Torrecampo, Dorothy Marsh,Teresita
Pamulaklakin, Madeline Gray.

St Patrick’s Annual Floral Display is a wonderful opportunity for us to showcase the Cathedral and
show what a vibrant community we are but to do this we need your help -

The dedicated Carnival of Flowers committee along with parishes, schools and community groups have
been working all year to prepare this beautiful event. The Cathedral will be open to the public from
Friday 19 to Tuesday 23 September from 9am to 5pm.

We are looking for volunteers to assist with setting up on Tuesday 16 to Thursday 18 September and
packing up on Wednesday 24 September. If you can spare some time please put your name on the sign up
sheets on the table.

Volunteers are also needed to welcome visitors to our beautiful Cathedral as they come to enjoy the
display. Sign up sheets for ‘Welcomers' on the table or please email your details and times you are
available to stpatrickscathedral@twb.catholic.org.au
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A Pilgramage of HOPE - In the
Footsteps of Mary MacKillop:
August is the Solemnity of Saint
Mary of the Cross MacKillop and
her legacy is celebrated across
the Diocese. In conjunction with

2025 Jubilee Year

Pilgrims of Hope

the Year of Jubilee we invite you to join us for Mass on Saturday 30 August at
9.30am at St Joseph’s Parish Helidon. Bishop Ken Howell will preside at the
Mass which will be followed by a Pilgrimage in Saint Mary MacKillop's honour,
remembering her tireless work in rural areas. The Pilgrimage will be a 1.5km walk through Helidon
toward the Railway Street Rotunda where a pictorial history of Helidon is found, including the story
of the Josephites presence in the town. The walk will continue along Mary MacKillop Street and
return to the Parish Hall for a BYO picnic lunch. As we walk as ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ we remember Saint
Mary MacKillop who visited the town of Helidon in September 1875 and again in August 1879.
Further information: ample parking at the church, tea & coffee provided, no disabled toilets
available. Please scan the QR code or visit Trybooking - www.trybooking.com/DEGLZ to book
your tickets, or phone/email our office to register.

Join St Thomas More’s Parish Team as a

Secretary!

St. Thomas More's Catholic Parish is seeking a

Parish Secretary to join our team for a 12-month

maternity leave contract. This is a part-time
position, working 15 hours per week. For a
position description please Contact our office
stthomasmoresparish@twb.catholic.org

Closing Date 14t September

| StPitvick's Cathedral Peral Display

What bivings us hepe?

Fuiday 19" - 23
Seplembey,

ST PAT' S WELCOMES YOU TO COME ALONG AND EXPERJENCE

9.00an - 5.00pmy

THE BEAUTIFUL DISPLAYS FROM OUR LOCAL
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS / COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS
AND BUSINESSES
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Marian Valley - Bus trip Saturday 6% September '# R AR
- departing from Neil St 7.30am RN 23NN
Please contact Theresa Blatchley 0434 528 904.

Sunday 17 August
20th Sunday in

Ordinary Time
[SPC - St Patrick’s
STM - St Thomas More’'s]

Monday 18 August

7am, 9am, 5.30pm.
Live Stream 9am
[Priest ann. in green]

1pm Baptism of Lemuel Teo Quinn
4.30pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre

5.30pm Mass SPC
9.00am Mass STM
9am Mass SPC
7am Mass SPC

9.30am Rosary Group - Parish Centre

Tuesday 19 August
Wednesday

20 August

Saint Bernard
Thursday 21 August
Saint Pius X

5pm Grounds Committee Meeting - Presbytery
6pm SVDP Meeting - Parish Centre

7.15pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre

7.30am - 8.30am Adoration

6pm Choir Practice

6pm Parish Council Meeting - Parish Centre
9am Friendship Group - Parish Centre

7.15pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre

6.30am Rosary at St Patrick’s

8am - 9am Reconciliation SPC

10am Baptism of Joseph Allen Hicks

11am Baptism of Delilah Rose Stephenson
1pm Wedding Josefina De Guzman & Lorenzo Aquino
2pm Ars Cantorum Mass to Montage

4.30pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre

7am Mass SPC

Friday 22 August 7am Mass SPC
9.30am Mass STM
7am Mass SPC

6pm Mass SPC

Saturday 23 August
The Queenship of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

Sunday 24 August 7am, 9am, 5.30pm
Live Stream 9am

Fr Charles McDonald

Planned Giving: Thank you for your donations. Loose $3300 Planned Giving $1217 Donation Point $1410
Money Counters this weekend: Sandra & Peter Daly, Jan-Nell & Errol Chase
Money Counters next weekend: Jabour Hanna, Michelle Betros & Mick Cuskelly

Planned Giving Options: Envelopes available from parish office. For direct debit/credit card please contact
Celia at the Parish Office on 4637 1500. You may simply like to do a bank transfer: St Patrick’s Cathedral, BSB
064-786, Account Number 100014072, reference envelope number or name in donating. Thank you.
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MISSIONARIES OF

Ars Cantorum Save The Date

Presents Mission Ambassador
: Training 2025

W L s ang the mpaceand
M AS S TO M 0 NTAG E presence#ou can mike inpyour
ome parish.

Come join us as we invite rou 10 Support this
life-giving work in Zambia.

Featuring the
Little Organ Mass Date: Saturday - 30 Aug 2025
by Josef Haydn and supporting gty

{morning s previded)
2pm - St Patrick's Cathedral works for chamber choir St Patricics Gathedral Parish Contro. [l

Conference Room
123 Neil St, Toowoomba City

RSVP: Wed 20th August 2025
Please register your interest via QR cade o

P -
Fiia " T Email: brisbane.admingdcathalicmission.org.au

Window Restoration Underway

For the first time in around 50 years, light is streaming through one of the windows that had been
boarded up on the eastern side of our Cathedral. As you’ll see from the sign, this is a temporary
arrangement as we continue our restoration journey - but it’s truly lovely to have the light back in that
part of the Cathedral!

At this stage of the restoration, the Diocese is inviting the support and interest of as many people as possible - within
Toowoomba and beyond. There will be upcoming events centred around the Cathedral, and you are warmly invited to be
part of them. Some will be fundraising, others will be social or cultural opportunities to appreciate the grandeur of this
beautiful building and its place in Toowoomba’s history.

To complete the remaining phases, we are inviting you - our community, friends, and supporters - to be part of this
journey. There are several meaningful ways you can support the restoration of St Patrick’s Cathedral.

1. Make a tax-deductible donation: Every contribution - large or small - is deeply appreciated and will directly
support the preservation of this historic Cathedral.

2. Dedicate a leadlight window: Honour or celebrate a loved one, a family, or a special occasion by dedicating a
restored window. It’s a beautiful way to leave a lasting legacy within these sacred walls.

3. Join our quarterly charity raffle — Play for Purpose: Purchase a ticket for your chance to win up to $250,000 in
prizes every quarter, while supporting the Cathedral restoration.

If you 're interested in learning more, please scan the QR code to your left. A prospectus outlining the cost of window
dedications is available. For any enquiries, please contact Erin, Diocesan Fundraising Development Officer,
at 0439 346 568 or ekehoe-oshea@twhb.catholic.org.au.

Please give this some thought and follow updates as they become available through the Diocesan website. Let’s build some
buzz around this fantastic project - and bring even more light into our Cathedral!

leave a Legacy of
Hope and Faith
at St Patrick’s
Cathedral

Your faith has guided you {
through life - now let it shine for
generations with a gift in your Will,

www.twb.catholic.org.au
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