
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

Dean of St Patrick’s Cathedral and Administrator:  Fr. Michael O’Brien 

Associate Pastor:  Fr. Brian Redondo 

Safeguarding Officer: Clinton Shearer (safeguarding@stpats.org.au) 
 

St Patrick’s, in communion with St Saviour’s Primary School – Samuel Hannant (4637 1700) 

St Saviour’s College – Jessica Wade (4637 1600) 
 

We Acknowledge and respect the Traditional Owners of this place, the Jarowair and Giabal Peoples 
 

Child Protection Week 2025 

“It is now abundantly clear that historically the Catholic Church has not been a safe place for all and that predators were 

able to commit horrendous crimes in plain sight. Past leaders failed in their duty to protect children and the vulnerable, 

leaving the reputation of the church in ruin.” – Karen Larkman, founding Director of the Office of Safeguarding and 

Ministerial Integrity. 
 

This statement is an uncomfortable truth that does not ‘beat around the bush’ or ‘dance around the subject’ that 

historically the Catholic Church has not been good at protecting the most vulnerable people in society, despite the Bible 

calling on us to protect and care for those very people - Proverbs 31:8 “speak out on behalf of the voiceless, and for the 

rights of all who are vulnerable.” 
 

Sorry about the heavy introduction to this week’s newsletter, but it does bring me to highlight that this week is National 

Child Protection Week. An important week on the yearly calendar because it serves as a reminder that we need to protect 

all children from abuse and neglect. This year’s theme is ‘Every Conversation Matters: Shifting Conversation to 

Action’, reminding us that having open and honest conversations about the abuse and neglect of children is an important 

step in protecting them and to not just stop there, but to turn those conversations into meaningful action and change, so 

that they are protected. 
 

Since the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sex Abuse (2013-2017), the Catholic Church has 

accepted 98% of the Commission’s recommendations and has been extremely proactive in the implementation of 

initiatives to prevent abuse and protect children.  
 

The Toowoomba Diocese is also very proactive in this space, employing an Executive Officer, Diocesan Safeguarding 

Ministry – Mr Lance Guteridge (profstandards@twb.catholic.org.au) who oversees the zero-tolerance approach to all 

forms of abuse and implements safeguards to ensure that the protection of children and young people is upheld within 

the Diocese.  
 

At St Pat’s we hold the protection and safety of children as paramount and place it at the forefront of everyday processes, 

through conversation and action, including the implementation of the Toowoomba Diocese Safeguarding Policy (June 

2021) and a range of other policies, procedures and commitments. I hold the position of Safeguarding Officer on the 

parish Council, and my role is to ensure that we uphold these safeguards and protections. Recently we implemented 

safeguards to ensure that the Altar Servers were protected and had a safe place to prepare before mass. The safeguards 

we implemented went above and beyond what was lawfully required, and we saw this as an opportunity to have an open 

and honest conversation about protecting children and young people, which resulted in the Parish Council shifting that 

conversation into action. Let us all continue to turn these conversations into actions to protect all children. 
 

Have a safe week and God bless, Mr Clinton Shearer (safeguarding@stpats.org.au) 

 
 

 

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross              14 September 2025 
First reading: Numbers 21:4-9 When those that were afflicted looked upon it, they were healed. 

Responsorial Psalm: Do not forget the works of the Lord! 

Second Reading: Philippians 2:6-11 He humbled himself, therefore God has exalted him. 

ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! We adore you, O Lord, and we praise you,  

because by your cross you have redeemed the world  ALLELUIA!   

Gospel: John 3:13-17 The Son of Man must be lifted up. 

mailto:safeguarding@stpats.org.au
https://catholicweekly.com.au/new-research-shows-sharp-fall-clergy-abuse-but-catholics-bear-largest-share/
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 We remember in our prayers all those who have died recently: Margaret Kynoch, Geoffrey Vitlin (Sydney). 
 

 We hold in our hearts the memories of those whose anniversaries occur at this time, especially:  

Edward (Ted) Gill, Mary Gill, Bernie Reilly. 
 

 For all those who are ill in our community: Fr. Hal Ranger, Kathy Bermingham, Elizabeth Soutar (age 2), Carole 

Symons, Patrick Eldridge, Donna Vallely, Patrick Ryan, Rajender Vellore, Evandro Andrade, Antonietta Del Riccio, Sue 

Englart, Gerard George, Amelene Creggy, Mary Boland, Claire Seymour, Sharon Keats, Bernard Bartetzko, Vicky Cocozza,  
Jibran Mardini, Richard Stritzel, Rita Irwin, Kate Gibbs, Chr4istine ‘Saus’ Barron, Alyshia Morris,  
William Garrahy, Bev Smith, Sheryl Grunke, Noel Roshan Francis, Therese Odri, Kath Smith, Freddy Nield,  
Ray Frelek, Blake Cusato, Braxton, Greg Coddington, Jamal Abraham, Judy Moloney, Perlita Torrecampo, Dorothy Marsh, 
Teresita Pamulaklakin, Madeline Gray. 
 

Please note there will be no Reconciliation in the Cathedral on Saturday 20 September due to the 

Carnival of Flowers display which bring many visitors into the church.   
 

Please keep Fr. Hal in your prayers.  I spoke to Fr. Hal in the last couple of days about a fall he has had in 

Melbourne.  Unfortunately whilst changing from one train to another, Fr. Hal slipped and fell between the 

platform and the train.  All his weight went onto one leg and caused several fractures in his knee.  The 

operation to rectify this has gone well and he now faces rehab.  This means he needs to keep weight off his 

leg for the next 6 weeks.  So he will remain in Melbourne for that time.  Please pray for his recovery. Fr. M. 

 

This year’s Social Justice Statement focuses on the plight of the homeless and the difficulties of 

their mental wellbeing – copies available on the table or call into the office. 
 

NEXT WEEK IS CATHOLIC MISSION SUNDAY - For women like Sharon, who must choose between feeding their 
children or selling their crops to survive, and Grace, who risked her life traveling 160km for safe childbirth, hope comes 
through Sr Jane and Kayula. Through sustainable farming, Sr Jane helps women provide for their families. At the Chilonga 

Mission Hospital, Kayula ensures mothers and babies receive the dignity and care they deserve.  This World Mission 
Month, we invite you to extend your generosity to help enhance the vital work of the Church. Your support can make a 
significant difference to the lives of many, offering hope to the people of Zambia.  
To donate online – catholicmission.org.au/mission 
 
LAST CHANCE TO WIN A CAR!!  and to help St Patrick’s in our quest to renovate the interior of the Cathedral!  Please 

see the next page for details for buying tickets.  Feel free to call into our office for assistance to secure your tickets! 

Planned Giving: Thank you for your donations. Loose $2912 Planned Giving $1141 Donation Point $1460 

Money Counters this weekend: Sam & Fina Ginardi, Wendy Heelan 

Money Counters next weekend:  Parish Staff 

Planned Giving Options:  Envelopes available from parish office. For direct debit/credit card please contact 

Celia at the Parish Office on 4637 1500. You may simply like to do a bank transfer: St Patrick’s Cathedral,  

BSB 064-7 86, Account Number 100014072, reference envelope number or name in donating.  Thank you. 

Sunday 14 September 
The Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross  
[SPC - St Patrick’s  
STM - St Thomas More’s] 

7am, 9am, 5.30pm. 
Live Stream 9am 
[Priest ann. in green] 

 

9am Baptism Rosemary & Maxwell Wilson 
11am Baptism Honey & Heidi King 
4.30pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre  

Monday 15 September 
 

5.30pm Mass SPC 
9.00am Mass STM 

9.30am Rosary Group – Gazebo Parish Grounds 

Tuesday 16 September 
Saint Cornelius 

9am Mass SPC 
Fr Francis Burke 

 

Wednesday 17 September 7am Mass SPC 7.15pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre 

Thursday 18 September 7am Mass SPC 
Fr Michael Skehan 

 
7.30am – 8.30am Adoration  

6pm Parish Council Meeting 

Friday 19 September 
 

7am Mass SPC 
9.30am Mass STM 

9am Friendship Group – Cancelled 
7.15pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre 

Saturday 20 September 
Saints Andrew Kim Tae-Gon, 
Paul Chong Ha-Sang 

7am Mass SPC 

6pm Mass SPC 

6.30am Rosary at St Patrick’s     

No Reconciliation SPC 
 

Sunday 21 September 
25th Sunday in Ordinary time 

7am, 9am, 5.30pm 

Live Stream 9am 

9am Mass - Catholic Mission Appeal 

4.30pm Bingo in the Cathedral Centre 
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Join Our Charity Raffle & Help Restore St Patrick’s Cathedral! 

We have partnered with Play for Purpose, Australia’s community raffle that gives you the 

chance to win BIG while supporting a meaningful cause. 

Every $10 ticket gives you the chance to win 395 prizes worth $300,000, including a First 

Prize Pack valued at over $250,000 featuring: 

 An Audi Q3 Wagon 

 An Audi Q4 Sportback e-Tron 

 $60,000 in gold bullion 

And the best part? $5 from every ticket goes directly to restoring the historic St Patrick’s Cathedral. 

It’s a win-win: support a meaningful cause and maybe drive away in your dream car! Buy before 18th Sept. 

Check out the prizes & buy your ticket  https://playforpurpose.com.au/catholic-diocese 

 

Window Restoration Underway 
 

For the first time in around 50 years, light is streaming through one of the windows that 

had been boarded up on the eastern side of our Cathedral. As you’ll see from the sign, this 

is a temporary arrangement as we  continue our restoration journey - but it’s truly lovely to 

have the light back in that part of the Cathedral! 

  

At this stage of the restoration, the Diocese is inviting the support and interest of as many 

people as possible - within Toowoomba and beyond. There will be upcoming events 

centered around the Cathedral, and you are warmly invited to be part of them. Some will be fundraising, others will 

be social or cultural opportunities to appreciate the grandeur of this beautiful building and its place in 

Toowoomba’s history.  
  

To complete the remaining phases, we are inviting you - our community, friends, and supporters - to  be part of this 

journey. There are several meaningful ways you can support the restoration of St Patrick’s Cathedral: 

  

1. Make a tax-deductible donation: Every contribution - large or small - is deeply appreciated and will 

directly support the preservation of this historic Cathedral. 

2. Dedicate a leadlight window: Honour or celebrate a loved one, a family, or a special occasion by 

dedicating a restored window. It’s a beautiful way to leave a lasting legacy within these sacred walls. 

3. Join our quarterly charity raffle – Play for Purpose: Purchase a ticket for your chance to win up to 

$250,000 in prizes every quarter, while supporting the Cathedral restoration. 

  

If you’re interested in learning more, please scan the QR code to your left. A prospectus outlining the cost of 

window dedications is available. For any enquiries, please contact Erin, Diocesan Fundraising Development 

Officer,  at 0439 346 568 or ekehoe-oshea@twb.catholic.org.au. 

  

Please give this some thought and follow updates as they become available through the Diocesan website. Let’s 

build some buzz around this fantastic project - and bring even more light into our Cathedral! 

https://playforpurpose.com.au/catholic-diocese
mailto:ekehoe-oshea@twb.catholic.org.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers for St 

Patrick’s Annual 

Floral Display. 

We are extremely 

grateful to all the 

wonderful people who 

have volunteered to 

help set up/pack up 

and welcome visitors 

to the Carnival of 

Flowers  

display in the 

Cathedral.   

A few more volunteers 

are still needed to 

welcome visitors as 

they come to enjoy 

the display.  If you can 

spare some time 

please contact the 

office on 4637 1500 

or via email:  

stpatrickscathedral 

@twb.catholic.org.au 
 
 

Priests Retirement Fund 
Each year we hold an appeal to assist 
the Priests of our Diocese in their 
retirement.  This appeal helps fund the 
Clergy Nurse, Mrs Julie See.  Julie is 
invaluable in her advice, encouragement 
and assistance in the health care of 
many of our retired priests.  Please give 
some consideration to giving to assist 
those Priests who have supported you in 
the past.  Either use the QR code above, 
or the envelopes available on the tables 
or simply write Priests Retirement 
Appeal on an envelope and place into 
the collection box.   
 
Thank you in advance 
 for your generosity  
to this worthy cause. 
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